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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Art Unit: 2654 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Korall et al. (6,684,183). 

As to claims 1 and 10, Korall et al. teach: 

identifying, within a data store, at least one heading selection (term) 
associated with a content item, (the user identifies terms in the example phrases 
and selects their type, so later when a query is parsed the identified terms will be 
recognized, col. 4, lines 30-33); 

extracting at least a first word from each said identified heading selection, 
(terms such as <starting date>, <room type> and <number of quests> are 
extracting from the examples, col. 5, lines 10-15); and 
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automatically generating a heading grammar by including each said 
extracted word of said identified heading selections within said heading grammar, 
(creating rules from the examples, and using these rules are stored within a rule 
base, which would typically be a BNF grammar rule set, col. 4, lines 34-37). 

As to claims 2 and 1 1 , Korall et al. teach determining one or more 
selections within said data store to be heading selections, (selecting terms and 
their types from the input examples supplied to the system, col. 4, lines 30-32). 

As to claims 3 and 12, Korall et al. teach the automatic step dynamically 
generates said heading grammar responsive to a user request for at least one 
content item, (examples supplied by the user are used to supply the rules to the 
system, col. 4, lines 30-35). 

As to claims 4 and 13, Korall et al. teach automatic generating step 
dynamically generates heading grammar responsive to a presentation of 
individual ones of said identified heading selections, (the rules for the grammar 
are generated by examples supplied by the user to the system, col. 4, lines 30- 
35). 



As to claims 6 and 15, Korall et al. teach: 
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presenting said identified heading selections through a speech interface, 
(the user uses a telephone system to communicate with the system, col. 7, line 
13); and 

decoding user speech selecting one of said heading selections according 
to said heading grammar, (the query terms are matched to those terms found in 
the grammar rules, col. 6, lines 5-10). 

As to claims 7 and 16, Korall et al. suggests speech comprises a first word 
of one of said heading selections, (the input query is divided and matched to the 
rules within the grammar, (col 6, lines 4-10). It would be necessary that since the 
input can be anything pertaining to the subject matter of the system, the divided 
segments found to match a rule within the grammar could contain only one word, 
that word being the first word of both the segment and rule). 

As to claim 9, Korall et al. teaches a computer-based speech recognition 
system for recognizing, at least in part heading selections, said speech 
recognition system having a heading grammar comprising at least a first word 
from each of said heading selections, wherein each of said heading selections 
references a particular content item, (a computer system controlling a speech 
recognizer for recognizing the incoming speech, and matching each speech unit 
to a rule within the grammar, where the rules where constructed from examples 
inputted by the user, and each rule links the input with content, col. 3, lines 39- 
42, col. 4, lines 29-34, and col. 6, lines 4-10). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Korall et al. 

As to claims 5 and 14, Korall et al. suggests extracting step extracts a first 
word and a second word from each said identified heading selection, (the 
examples supplied by the users are used to create the rules of the grammar, 
where an example of the rule would be, <starting date>, (col. 4, lines 30-32, and 
col. 5, lines 1-5). It would be necessary that since rules can be made up of two 
words of the input, these two words could be taken from the first two words of the 
input). 

As to claims 8 and 1 7, Korall et al. suggests speech comprises a first word 
and a second word of one of said heading selections, (the input query is divided 
and matched to the rules within the grammar, (col 6, lines 4-10). It would be 
necessary that since the input can be anything pertaining to the subject matter of 



Application/Control Number: 10/086,359 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2654 

the system, the divided segments found to match a rule within the grammar could 
contain only two words, those words being the first and second words of both the 
segment and rule). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lin et al. (6,675,159), Parks (6,038,573), Brown et al. 
(6,587,822), and Uppaluru (5,91 5,001 ). 

Lin et al. teach indexing and searching a database using concepts. 

Parks teaches listing and extracting news stories using a news story 
markup language, where the stories are accessed through concepts. 

Brown et al. teach generating a grammar for an interactive voice response 
application for use over the internet. 

Uppaluru teaches voice access to documents containing information 
formatted using MIME and HTML. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas E Shortledge whose telephone 
number is (571)272-7612. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 - 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Talivaldis Smits can be reached on (571 )272-7628. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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